
Josh Morency – Director of Programming 

Declaration 

Friends, I am Josh Morency and I would like to declare my intention to run for the position of 

Director of Programming for the Carleton University United Nations Society. If elected by my fellow 

members, I promise to work to the utmost of my abilities to fulfil the portfolio mandate of the 

Director of Programming, fulfil the promises laid out in my platform below and ensure our 

community is one that is dedicated to the enjoyment, development and excellence for all members. 

Personal Experience and Vision for UNS: 

To begin, I would like to recall and praise the work done by previous Directors of Programming. 

Initiatives and programs introduced by previous directors have done truly great things for our 

society. The Dialogues events continue to prove to be excellent opportunities for our intelligent and 

talented society members to showcase their knowledge and passion in the fields of international 

relations, global policy and human rights. Further, the work done by previous directors to ensure 

that our society remains one that is, at its core, oriented to academics, achievement and excellence 

for all, has benefited all of us both as individuals and as a collective. These initiatives, as well as 

others, have been investments in the excellence of our community and has laid solid foundations for 

our future endeavors. They are investments that I intend to maintain should I be elected Director of 

Programming, and it is from the foundation that they have laid that I intend to grow our society’s 

programming into an even greater and meaningful experience for all members. 

As a member of the United Nations Society since my first semester at Carleton, I have enjoyed three 

amazing years as part of this community. I have met friends and had laughs through social events, I 

have traveled and participated in conferences, I have had the opportunity to share the amazingness 

that is UNS with others by helping with our yearly recruitment efforts and by acting as a MUNtor to 

new members. I can also speak first hand to how the experiences and confidence that participating 

in UNS translates into other endeavours. For me, this has meant recalling experience and skills 

gained in UNS while competing for the Carleton Law and Legal Studies Society Moot Team and, 

most recently, this current semester interning with a coalition of NGOs engaged with UN system 

reform and mainstreaming of the Responsibility to Protect doctrine in New York.  

These experiences with UNS have taught me two things that have become the core of my platform, 

and that will inform every action I take if elected Director of Programming: 1) in addition to being a 

fun, social experience and educational academic exercise, UNS can be a productive experience for 

all members to grow personally, academically and professionally; and 2) our Society is changing in 

its makeup and so to is kind of programming that would be most beneficial for all members. It is in 

recognition of these two points that I have drafted the following platform points. 

Platform 

1. Networking Opportunities and Engagement with the Professional Community 

In effort to ensure that the United Nations Society provides a meaningful experience for its members, 

I intend, if elected Director of Programming, to introduce a programming initiative that will put 

members in contact with professionals and opportunities in fields related to international affairs, 

global policy and human rights. As Director of Programming I would work to establish contact with 

knowledgeable and experienced professionals with embassies, government offices, non-



governmental organizations, exchange and internship programs and graduate school programs. I 

would then work to invite these individuals in to talks with members so that our community can 

benefit from their insights and experiences. 

These events, which I hope to call the “Insight Series,” would allow members to meet and interact 

with experienced individuals in careers or fields they may be studying for or hoping to pursue in the 

future. I also believe that the Insight Series would provide excellent networking opportunities that, 

while beneficial for all members, may be of particular use for members who, like myself this semester, 
are looking to compliment their learning at Carleton with an internship or exchange. Additionally, I 

wish to be clear that the Insight Series initiative, like all programing I intend to develop if elected, 

would be designed to be of benefit to all members, regardless of their academic field. In order to 

ensure this, I would remain open to any and all suggestions from members as to individuals or 

organizations to contact and also coordinate these events with our fellow societies and organizations 

on campus, like the Carleton Law and Legal Studies Society, so that the opportunities and benefits 

derived from the Insight Series are truly multidisciplinary.  

2. The MUNtorship Program and Engagement of New Members 

The “MUNtorship” program is a program in which I have been proud to participate in, and one that I 

have personally seen the benefit to our newest members, and by extension, the Society at large. I am 

glad to call my friend several of the MUNtees I have previously met and worked with through the 

program and to see their continued engagement with the Society. I also know from talking with 

members who have participated in the MUNtorship program as MUNtees that the belief in the 
program’s value and utility is held by many members. For this reason, I would as Director of 

Programing, maintain full support of the MUNtorship program and make its continued improvement 

one of my top priorities. 

I believe that the work done this past year by the Director of Programing and the executive to improve 

the functioning of the MUNtorship program should be applauded, and if elected Director of 

Programing, I intend to continue this forward progress. I believe that by working to have a group of 

MUNtor volunteers with diverse interests and UNS experiences we can better engage with and make 

comfortable our new or prospective members. I would achieve this by personally approaching and 

encouraging our experienced members in STEM, journalism or other fields of study, as well as our 

mature student members, our foreign student members and all our members with experiences and 

perspectives that may not be as represented in our pool of MUNtors.  

I also believe that better engagement between MUNtors and MUNtees can be facilitated from day one 

of a new member’s participation in UNS. As Director of Programing, I would work to facilitate the 

participation of MUNtors during the recruitment process and their identification to new and 

prospective members from their first engagement with the Society. I would also like to change the 

registration process so that the new members receive more information about the MUNtorship 

program and have better ability to input what they personally are looking to get from engagement 

with a MUNtor to better facilitate the matching MUNtors and MUNtees. 

3. Public Dialogues Events and Engagement with the Outside Community  

Among the many great initiatives and programs established by previous Directors of Programming, 

I believe the Dialogues events stand out as programs that are fun, educational, social and speak to 

what our community is about: social engagement and entertainment through the exploration and 



discussion of international affairs and politics. I am a huge supporter of the Dialogues events and 

would work fully to their continuation as the Director of Programming. 

However, I am such a big fan of Dialogues and have such confidence in the knowledge and public 

speaking skills of our membership that, if elected Director of Programming, I intend to use the 

Dialogues format as foundation for public events to build or Society’s reputation among the broader 

Carleton community. As Director of Programming, I would endeavour to have at least one Dialogues 

event per semester be advertised to our fellow Carleton students as a public event for all who were 
interested in attending to learn more about the topic being discussed at that event. Furthermore, as 

Director of Programming, I would work with our Director of Special projects and our Vice-President 

of Communications to seriously consider and strive for the running of a public panel discussion event 

open to the community of Carleton, Ottawa University and the greater Ottawa community. In addition 

to being excellent opportunities to increase the reputation of UNS among the academic and public 

community and to cooperate and network with societies and organizations at Carleton and 

elsewhere, these public events would give us the opportunity to give back to our community 

knowledge of and passion for current events in international affairs and politics. 

4. Additional Programming and Initiatives 

In addition to the three main initiatives I have discussed here, there are other programs and side-

projects that I would work towards as the Director of Programming. First and foremost, I would like 

to affirm my support for the many other initiatives under the Director of Programming portfolio that 

I did not engage with directly here but fully intend to continue if elected including, but not limited to; 
embassy visits and alumni visits, both of which I would intend to incorporate with the initiatives like 

the Insight Series events. 

Additionally, as Director of Programming, I would work to update our existing working practices and 

Constitution to ensure that it is representative of the current needs of our membership and is 

structured to best address the needs and desires of our community moving forward. As foremost 

example of this, I intend to amend the electoral practices section of our Constitution to better reflect 

the practices we have adopted this year, for which I would like to thank and applaud our Electoral 

Board, to address the needs of members who take out-of-country internships in the winter semester. 

I recognize that moving forward, UNS is likely to see more and more members making the most of 

opportunities provided by internships and exchanges and as Director of Programming, I would make 

sure that the needs of these members are reflected in how the UNS is run going forward. 

Conclusion and Thanks 

Friends, thank you for your time and consideration. I am honoured by the opportunity to run for 

Director of Programming for our Society and I promise that if elected, I will work to the best of my 

ability to make or community one dedicated to the enjoyment, development and excellence for all. I 

look forward to engaging with all of you during the campaign period and further developing my 

plans to best serve our United Nations Society Community. 


