
I am pleased to announce that I, Charles Korwin Potworowski am running to be the next United 

Nations Society Director of Programming. The Director of Programming is charged with organising 

academic programming for the society and its members. This includes, but is not limited to: bringing 

in guest speakers to speak on topics pertaining to international relations and diplomacy, providing 

the opportunity for members to network with members of the diplomatic community in Ottawa, and 

creating an environment whereby topics of significance can be argued, debated and discussed by 

members outside the classroom. 

My vision for the Programming portfolio is one where academic programming is better integrated in 

the society calendar. It is one where Programming complements the ideas discussed and the lessons 

learnt in committee, and where members can engage on a more in depth level with subjects of 

global importance. As the next Director of Programming, I will work to bring quality programming 

events that promote global citizenship to the society, and give the opportunity for members unable 

to attend external conferences to participate in the society, as well as engage with global issues in a 

meaningful way.  

 

Dialogues and a revitalised Speaker Series: 

As Director of Programming, in addition to continuing to host Dialogues events, I would bring back 

the UNS speakers series by bringing in a variety of speakers, such as the former Canadian 

Ambassador to Egypt, Jordan, and Syria, or the head of L’Arche (an international charitable 

organisation started by Jean Vanier that helps mentally handicapped adults worldwide) to present 

on their experiences and facilitate a discussion on a chosen subject, be it Canada’s diplomatic role in 

the Middle-East, or how an organisation such as L’Arche operates internationally, and some of the 

challenges NGOs face internationally.  

 

Capitalising on the Capital Advantage: 

As students at Carleton, we have the unique opportunity to be studying in the Nation’s Capital, the 

centre for various government departments as well as non-governmental organisations with an 

international mandate. As the next Director of Programming, I will reach out to these various groups 

on behalf of the society and gather information on events being organised in the city, such as talks, 

seminars, presentations, or conferences, which might interest members of the Society. In previous 

years, the society has been able to get a discount for conferences being held in Ottawa, and this is 

something I would continue, in order to give our members access to the best programming events 

and networking opportunities in town.  

This year, Embassy visits have been a very popular way for members of the society to engage with 

diplomats from various Nations, and to ask them questions about their country’s foreign policy and 

role within the international community. These visits can be of great help to members trying to do 

research for a conference. As Director of Programming, I would organise embassy visits ahead of 

external conferences to provide members the chance to ask questions of diplomats working in 

Ottawa.  

 

 



Additionally, because many within the Society hope to one day work in the field of international 

relations, I will develop a means by which members of the Society can be put in touch with people 

and organisations offering opportunities for professional development, such as volunteer 

opportunities, job placements and internship opportunities. 

 

The Mentorship program: 

 

In recent years, the Society has developed a Mentorship program, through which new members are 

put in contact with a veteran member of the society. A mentor acts as a friend and contact for new 

members, helping them to acclimatise to the world of Model UN as well as helping new members 

integrate and develop friends and connections within the Society. As the Director of Programming, I 

will continue to hold mentorship events throughout the academic year, so that new members have 

the best opportunity to interact with veteran members and have all of their questions about Model 

UN and the Society addressed.  Furthermore, I would ensure that Mentors be provided with 

nametags at Society events, such as the Barbecue, Socials, and Training Sessions so that Mentors 

might be clearly identifiable by those new members with questions. New members would also be 

informed as to who the mentors are in their committee at an external conference, so that they know 

who they should address any questions to.  

 

 


