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Letter from the United Nations Society Executive
Hello Delegates, 

Welcome to CarleMUN 2017, and welcome to a taste of our family. To those joining us 
for the first time, welcome as well to the United Nations Society. Throughout the years, 
we have made it a particularly important point to highlight how the UNS is more than 
just a club on Carleton’s campus. It is something greater. Among our ranks you’ll cer-
tainly discover those who strive to improve upon their debate and public speaking skills, 
and we’re happy to say that the multitude of national and international conferences we 
attend are a great way of doing so. More likely, however, you’ll first run into those who 
are here for the fantastic comradery that will surely last them, and you, a full universi-
ty career. The Executive prides itself on supporting these bonds, and we use a myriad 
of events such as exciting socials, academic programing and engaging speaker-series 
to encourage their growth. Of all of these opportunities, we’d be amiss to say that our 
annual internal conference isn’t our pride and joy, and thus why so much heartfelt time 
and effort is invested into ensuring its continuous success. We hope that you are as ex-
cited about CarleMUN 2017 as we are.   

This weekend you’ll have the opportunity to debate some truly engaging subjects. Will 
those among you in the Legal Committee find George W. Bush guilty of ordering war 
crimes during the Second Gulf War? Perhaps you’ll be too busy creating innovative solu-
tions to climate change in the Asia-Pacific region? Or was the lure of regulating Lethal 
Autonomous Weapons through the CCW too enticing to deny? No matter the topic, every 
committee has been specifically designed in order to challenge you while still providing 
fun and engaging dialogue throughout the course of the weekend. None of us expect 
you to have the perfect response to these issues, and we were all in your shoes once as 
well. Not a single person in the room is an expert, but everyone is capable of contribut-
ing to something greater. Model UN can seem daunting at first, and it’s for that reason 
that teamwork and corporation are key to achieve a finished product that you can feel 
proud about. Through this teamwork you will build bonds that will serve you not just in 
committee this weekend, but in many different avenues as well. 

If all this is not enough to settle your worries, remember that the many returning del-
egates in the room are there to be used for guidance, and are willing to help at a mo-
ment’s notice. Your Chairs, as well as the CarleMUN staff, are almost all current or previ-
ous Executive members who wish nothing more than to see you have a good time. If you 
ever feel lost as to the Rules of Procedure, flow of committee or topic of debate, never feel 
shy to ask for some clarification. If you’d like a head start at understanding these in-and-
outs, our fantastic Training Directors, Kelsey & Sam, have a thorough Guide under the 
‘Training’ section of unsociety.com. 

https://unsociety.com/training/
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In conclusion, thank you. Thank you for deciding to take the time this weekend and in-
vesting in our wonderful Society. Our team has been working hard all summer planning 
not just the behemoth that is CarleMUN, but the dozens of events and initiatives we have 
lined up for the upcoming school year. We’re so excited to see the thoughtful debates 
that will be had during the day, and the intoxicating laughs later that evening. It’s the 
only gratitude we seek in offering you our hard work. In speaking about the evenings, 
however, let us finish with 2 small tips: i) Come out to the socials and dinners we have 
planned after committee! It’s a fantastic way to get to know everyone in the Society and 
build those bonds that we spoke of earlier. Trust us when we say that Model UN is only 
one small part of what makes the Society so endearing. ii) Make sure to give your first 
speech in committee. Ask any veteran member and they’ll all tell you that no matter how 
experienced they are, the first speech is always the hardest. We promise, though, that 
every single one after only gets easier. 

If you have any questions at all, feel free to send an email to info@unsociety.com, or to 
one of your Chairs, which can be found on their bio on the website. 

See you all September 22. We can’t wait to meet you! 

Yours, 

The Board of Executives
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Letter From Your Chairs
Keean Nembhard - Head Chair
Hello everyone, and welcome to ‘UNSC 2021 – Rise of the 
Kurdish State’! My name is Keean Nembhard, and I, along with 
my friends and colleagues, Sam and Alex, will be your Chairs 
for this weekend. Although I “shouldn’t” speak on their behalf, 
I’m going to go ahead anyway and say that we’re all incredibly 
excited to be presiding over the fantastic debates you no doubt 
will be having in the upcoming days. 

As this is a letter from us to you, I’d be amiss to not better in-
troduce myself. I am a 3rd year student here at Carleton in the 
BGInS program, a degree focused entirely around international relations. It’s for that 
reason that upon my first chance to join the United Nations Society at Carleton Expo 
two years ago, I quickly elbowed my way through the crowd specifically to find this 
wonderful club (No doubt as you did as well!). Throwing myself wholly into every event 
and program offered to me, I successfully ran to become a Training Director in my 2nd 
year. I hope by the end of our weekend together you come to like my face, because you’ll 
no doubt be seeing it even more this year, my now being the President of the Society. If 
at any point you feel like you need some clarification on things, feel free to ask myself or 
Sam, one of our current Training Directors. 

Model UN is a rather odd activity, as all experienced MUNers know and all newcomers 
can gather, but one that I promise you is a great deal of fun nonetheless. Whether this is 
your first dabble into the wonderful world of MUN, or you’re an experienced vet return-
ing for more, this year’s CarleMUN will be sure to bring with it great laughs and sub-
stantial debate. I can’t wait to meet you all!

Best Regards, 

Keean Nembhard 
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Letter From Your Chairs
Sam Pett - Co-Chair
Hello Delegates, 

Words cannot properly describe how excited and hon-
ored I am to be serving alongside Keean and Alex as one 
of your chairs for this committee.   Model United Nations 
provides a fantastic way not only to heighten your skills in 
areas such as public speaking, collaboration, and a great-
er knowledge of the world around you, it also provides a 
fantastic opportunity to meet people that share the same 
burning passion for debate and building relationships.

This year will be my third year in the Global and Interna-
tional Studies program with my specialization in Global Politics.   With the nature of 
my degree, MUN seemed to be a natural place that I would gravitate to despite my lack 
of experience with it.  It quickly became my favourite activity as well as the highlight 
of university.  During my two years as part of the society I have had the opportunity to 
participate in diverse and fascinating committees.  Some highlights include protecting 
the last 50 000 remaining humans on a spaceship (Which I later blew up), and convinc-
ing the rest of the world that North Korea should absolutely be allowed to build nuclear 
bombs (They absolutely should not be).  

If at any point you are feeling overwhelmed feel free to approach me with any questions 
at all.  Seeing as I am your Co-Director of Training, I will be putting a particular empha-
sis on learning and encourage any and all questions to be asked.  I hope that you are as 
excited as I am for this weekend and I can’t wait to meet all of you.  

Best Regards, 

Sam Pett
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Letter From Your Chairs
Alex Berryman - Co-Chair
Hello Delegates,

Welcome to the United Nations Society, and most of all, 
welcome to CarleMUN 2017. My name is Alex Berryman 
and I will be a member of the Dias, in support of your 
honourable chairs, Keean and Sam. I look forward to 
taking the opportunity to meet each of you as you take 
what may be your first foray into Model United Nations 
(MUN). If you are coming to this committee as a veteran 
MUNer, I hope that you will join me in supporting your 
fellow delegates to achieve their full potential, and most 
importantly, to enjoy the committee experience.

Whether you are participating in this committee as a new member or a seasoned prac-
titioner of MUN, Sam, Keean, and I look forward to providing you with a unique and in-
teresting set of challenges and issues which will test your diplomatic and collaborative 
skills. Between engaging with an interesting and topical subject matter, bridging the 
gap between disparate perspectives, or working on moving the agenda forward, each of 
you will find a niche that suits your delegating style and interests. Your chairs and I will 
work hard to ensure that you have the tools to make this experience both fulfilling and 
productive.

CarleMUN 2017 is yet another offering in a rich history of MUN conferences hosted by 
the UNS, and if past quality is any metric for future successes, this year will bring with 
it an engaging environment and a productive, collaboration-oriented atmosphere for 
you to interact on issues of global importance. During my years with the UNS, I have 
been continually impressed with the quality of staff and participants, and the dynamism 
of debate brought forward by delegates like yourselves. I look forward to seeing this 
same spirit of excellence mirrored in your participation this year.

Preparation for the conference is an important aspect of ensuring that you feel com-
fortable and confident in your role as delegates, and I would encourage you to peruse 
this guide, as well as conducting independent research. Just to prepare for my role as a 
member of the dais, I completed an undergraduate degree in International Studies, and 
am currently finishing a Masters of International Affairs. Neither is required to enjoy 
this committee. 

Good luck in your preparation, and we will see you at CarleMUN 2017!

Best Regards, 

Alex Berryman
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Introduction
May 2021.

After a difficult five-year campaign headed by a unified coalition of world superpowers, 
ISIS, also referred to as Daesh, has been hunted down to its last enclave and defeated. 
Lacking on-the-ground expertise in the areas under ISIS control, the decision was made 
early in the campaign that the aid of the Kurdish people would be enlisted as military 
personnel and strategic officers. Throughout the length of this, they proved to be an in-
strumental player in the continuous acquisition of enemy controlled territory. However, 
as the battles continued to drag on, so too did the desires of Masoud Barzani, President 
of the Kurdish Regional Government (KRG). Claiming to require additional territory for 
his people outside of northern Iraq to continue aiding the coalition, negotiations per-
mitted the temporary annexation of land across Iraq and eventually, after much debate, 
Syria. With a greater threat still looming in the eyes of the citizens of the world, and 
fearing the loss of a key ally, coalition leaders ignore what many believe to be worrisome 
expansionism.

A mere 4 days after the US President declares the war on the militant jihadist group to 
be won, and while many nations in the Middle East sigh a breath of relief at end of a tur-
bulent era, President Barzani orders Kurdish troops that had been placed in Southern 
Turkey to forcibly seize the land once threatened by ISIS. By nightfall Kurdish flags fly 
high above the capitals of municipalities throughout the land. At the same time, ethnic 
Kurds found in north-west Iran violently clash with government forces before driving 
out the powers of one of the world’s only theocracies. The source of their armaments 
is questioned, but never confirmed. Anticipating a swift retaliation on the part of the 
international community, President Barzani immediately wires an application letter to 
António Guterres, Secretary-General of the UN, requesting formal membership. That 
night, on national television, President Barzani proudly broadcasts throughout the land 
the rise of the state of Kurdistan.

By sunrise the next day, the UN Security Council is called under emergency circum-
stances to deliberate on the potentially world changing event; the potential acceptance 
of the unrecognized Republic of Kurdistan as an official UN member.
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Committee Overview
Type of Committee
This committee will be structured in the image of the United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC). The UNSC is a unique organ of the UN created to ensure international peace 
and stability at the highest levels of diplomacy. It is composed of a rotating list of na-
tions serving 2-year terms, voted upon by the General Assembly annually. Due to their 
key roles in the establishment of the UN, the exception to this is the Permanent 5 mem-
bers, also referred to as the ‘P5’, being China, France, the Russian Federation, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, and the United States. The 15 members1 that compose the UNSC hail from 
the 5 regional groups that the UN operates with, being the African Group, Asia-Pacific 
Group, Eastern European Group, Latin America and Caribbean Group and the Western 
European and Others Group2. 

Due to its unique nature, this committee will be operating in a manner that is different 
than many GAs. Firstly, the limited size leads to more precise, rigorous debate. Second-
ly, a 2/3 majority is required for all resolutions to be adopted. Thirdly, and most impor-
tantly, the P5 members present in the room each possess the ‘Right to Veto’, which, 
if used, will automatically fail any resolution being debated. For a resolution to pass, 
therefore, it would require either an ‘aye’ or ‘abstain’ vote from all the P5 members. 

For returning delegates who are well versed in Model UN (MUN), despite the commonly 
held practice that UNSCs double as Crisis committees, this will not be the case of this 
committee. All delegates present in the room are representatives of their state, but are 
not leaders of government and do not possess executive powers. Notes to crisis cannot 
be written, and the dynamic of the room will not change as rapidly as per a regular 
crisis committee. Substantive debate is at the heart of committee, and a well-developed 
resolution that can answer the multitude of problems and questions at hand must be 
successfully written and passed. 

Context and Setting
The UN is incapable of granting a nation statehood. Such a thing is left to the interna-
tional community to decide through official recognition and the creation of diplomatic 
relations. However, the UN may accept to evaluate the application of a representative of 
government should they request membership, and the KRG is no exception.

1  As this committee is set in a hypothetical near future, it will be operating in a timeline 
in which an additional 5 members have been added to the UNSC, one per regional group. With 
Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey being called in as Special Observers to the summit, this brings the 
total numbers of delegates in the room to 24.
2  http://www.un.org/depts/DGACM/RegionalGroups.shtml 
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Outlined below is the process of acceptance to the UN: 
The State submits an application to the Secretary-General and a letter formally stating 
that it accepts the obligations under the Charter.

The Security Council considers the application. Any recommendation for admission 
must receive the affirmative votes of 9 of the 15 members of the Council, provided that 
none of its five permanent members have voted against the application.

If the Council recommends admission, the recommendation is presented to the General 
Assembly for consideration. A two-thirds majority vote is necessary in the Assembly for 
admission of a new State.

Membership becomes effective the date the resolution for admission is adopted3

As seen above, acceptance by the Security Council is only the first step in being recog-
nized by the UN proper, as this would still need a majority approval by the General As-
sembly. Nonetheless, an acceptance by the Security Council would be of unprecedented 
importance in Kurdistan’s status as a sovereign state. Either through approval or disap-
proval, the politics at play are enormous. 

Resolution: 
Resolutions adopted by the Security Council hold tremendous weight within the entire-
ty of the UN, the General Assembly included. Article 25 of the UN Charter states “The 
Members of the United Nations agree to accept and carry out the decisions of the Se-
curity Council in accordance with the present Charter”4. Thus, for the purposes of this 
committee, any resolution that is to be passed by the Security Council can be considered 
one to later pass the General Assembly. 

The scope of what can be implemented in all resolutions is as large as the powers this 
body operates with, which is vast. The specific powers of the Security Council are out-
lined in Chapters VI, VII, VIII, and XII of the UN Charter, but nonaggressive examples 
include5: 

• The calling upon of Members to interrupt economic relations completely or partially

• The establishment of regional trade sanctions

• The calling upon of Members to sever diplomatic ties

• The establishment of new subsidiary organs for Ad-hoc purposes 

• Deployment and governing of UN Peacekeepers with assistance from the Military 
Staff Committee

3  http://www.un.org/en/sections/member-states/about-un-membership/index.html 
4  http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-v/index.html
5  http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
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The format of resolutions is to be of the typical variety found present in many GAs. The 
topics found within, however, must outline in detail the Security Council’s stance on 
matters found later in the Background Guide such as borders, diplomatic relations and 
KRG demands, all concluding with the final decision of Kurdistan’s potential member-
ship recognition. 

Timeline
• November 18th, 2017. Believing to be viewed as a defeated enemy by the likes of the 

Western World, ISIS executes one of its largest acts of terrorism yet: the detonation 
of several immense IEDs less than a block from the heart of Times Square, killing 
327 people and injuring over 400. It is the largest act of terrorism committed on US 
soil since the attacks of September 11th, 2001. The response of the United States is 
swift and severe.

• December 3rd, 2017. Under the unbridled initiative of the of the US government, the 
super powers of the world are congregated together under a unified banner to hunt 
down and eliminate the jihadist militant group. In realizing the past successes of the 
Kurdish people in combatting ISIS, noted especially in the areas controlled by the 
KRG in Iraq, strong emphasis was placed on collaborating with Kurds to expel ISIS 
from its safe houses across the Middle East.

• July 1st, 2018. In a plea to the Iraqi government that more administrative area is 
required to secure strategic locations to combat ISIS, the KRG request to formally 
extend its boundaries further southward. The Iraqi government accepts, thus en-
larging the area referred to as ‘Iraqi Kurdistan’. 

• April 11th, 2019. During a period of particular political strife and instability in Syr-
ia brought upon by continued violence, the Syrian government felt it appropriate 
to grant quasi-administrative control similar to that in Iraqi Kurdistan over part of 
the region of Rojava, long referred to as Western Kurdistan to nationalists, should 
the Kurds be capable of expelling ISIS from its strongholds in and surrounding the 
region.  The Kurdish people were more than capable of doing so. The world looks 
on in cautious recognition as KRG President Barzani, announces the “ever growing 
expansion of Kurdistan” on national TV.   

• October 26th, 2020. ISIS is all but eradicated throughout Iraq and Syria. The Guard-
ian writes a widely distributed piece on the central role that the Kurdish people have 
played in this development.  

• January 7th, 2021. President Barzani, in seeing the enlarging administrative control 
of the KRG and its increasing population, calls a snap constitutional referendum in 
its capital of Erbil. Though decried by international observers, reports indicate Bar-
zani wins with over 83% of the popular vote. Amendments see him absorb the Prime 
Minister’s position, seeing his entry and control of the legislative branch and ascen-
sion as Head of State, Head of Government, and Commander-In-Chief.  

• February 14th, 2021. Sudden nationalist uprisings in north-west Iran demand great-
er Kurdish autonomy. The Iranian province of Kurdistan seems to be the focal point, 
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but other northern provinces are not without their own riots. President Barzani 
highlights the KRG’s lack of forces or presence in Iran, but speaks little more on the 
matter. 

• April 11th, 2021. In sensing impending enemy forces, ISIS leader, Abu Bakr al-Bagh-
dadi, gathers a small yet well-armed militia and infiltrates the province of Şanlıurfa 
in Southern Turkey during the dark of night. The allied forces become aware of this 
but are barred from entering the country, President Erdogan claiming the matter 
will be dealt with internally. 

• May 4rd, 2021. After close to a month of violent uprising by both the Kurdish and 
Turkish citizens of the southern provinces of Turkey, Erdogan agrees to allow a uni-
fied campaign into the region after failing to locate Baghdadi. 

• May 8th, 2021. An elite squadron of soldiers are deployed by the coalition in the re-
gion to locate and execute Baghdadi. Though hailing from a multitude of countries, 
the squadron leader is a Kurd. Just before midnight, Baghdadi is killed in a firefight.  

• May 15th, 2021. The President of the United States proudly declares the end of the 
threat known as ISIS. While the western world rejoices, murmurs in the Middle East 
grow louder as KRG militants begin patrolling controlled cities with ever increasing 
numbers. Those found in the southern provinces of Turkey have yet to retreat, and 
increased communications seem to be coming between the borders of the KRG and 
north-west Iran. 

• May 19th, 2021. President Barzani declares to the international community the 
official creation of the state of Kurdistan. All regions controlled by the KRG in Iraq 
and Syria are henceforth under complete administrative control of the Kurds. Kurd-
ish soldiers in the Southern provinces of Turkey assault government buildings, 
and by the end of the day, Turkish flags have been replaced by Kurdish ones. Entire 
communities in northern Iran rise up and expel government representatives as 
KRG soldiers march in, declaring the regions that of Kurdistan. ‘Greater Kurdistan’ 
stretches across southeast Turkey, northern Syria, northern Iraq and northwest 
Iran. President Barzani strategically and immediately wires a letter to the UN Secu-
rity Council requesting formal membership into the United Nations. An emergency 
summit is called the following day.
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Historical Situation 

The early history of Kurdistan is complicated and poorly documented. Originating in the 
northern Middle East (Modern day Turkey, Iraq, Syria, Armenia, and Iran), the Kurds 
spent most of their history dominated by another cultural group.  The height of Kurdish 
power was during the Ayyubid dynasty in the 12th century which ruled over the Levant 
as well as Egypt and parts of the Arabian Peninsula. It would quickly fall a century later 
to the rising powers of Egypt and the Mongols. The Kurds would then be split between 
the Ottoman Empire and competing Shia powers before being entirely absorbed into the 
Ottoman Empire until its fall after the First World War.  

The Treaty of Sèvres in 1920 was the closest that the Kurds came to true independence 
after the First World War. It was during the collapse of the Ottoman Empire that they 
applied for independence. However, the debates as to what would make up the boundar-
ies of Kurdistan became a key issue in the ultimate failings of negotiations.  The official 
stance of the treaty included only the areas Kurds occupy in modern day Turkey, despite 
many Kurdish leaders including regions of Iran, Iraq and Syria. The Treaty of Sevres 
would later be abandoned and replaced with the Treaty of Lausanne, one which held no 
mention of Kurdish independence, ending the idea of an independent Kurdistan in the 
modern era.

From then on, the Kurds would entire a period of constant unrest and revolt, particu-
larly in what was now Turkish Kurdistan in the newly formed Turkish Republic.  The 
Kurds and the Turks clashed often and several violent Kurdish uprisings were put down 
before martial law was established. 

Currently, nearly half of all Kurds live in Southern Turkey.  Most of the resistance 
against government for an independent Kurdistan originates from this region.  Un-
til 1991 the Kurdish language was illegal in Turkey and even today public displays of 
the Kurdish language are severely limited.  Even as recently as 1994, the first female 
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Kurdish representative in Turkey’s parliament, Leyla Zana, was sentenced to pris-
on for 15 years because in her oath of loyalty to Turkey she added in Kurdish “I shall 
struggle so that the Kurdish and Turkish people may live together in a democratic 
framework”6.  This was labelled as a separatist speech and many framed Zana as a ter-
rorist.  Various conflicts between Turkey and the Kurds over the last century have left as 
many as 378 000 Kurds displaced as well as 3000 villages destroyed. Relations between 
the Kurds and the Turkish government remain strained and the Kurdish people will 
likely not forget the oppression they have faced in Turkey. 

Kurds in Iraq have also have a bloody history. The northern region of Iraq is made 
up mostly of Kurds and is referred to as Iraqi Kurdistan. During the 1980’s the Iraqi 
government stepped up their oppression of the Kurds and between 50 and 100 thousand 
Kurdish civilians were killed as well as thousands of villages were destroyed.  Since 
then, a safe area for the Kurds was established and has since become an autonomous 
region in northern Iraq. 

Sharing many cultural ties with the Persian majority of Iran, the Kurdish people in Iran 
have had a comparatively peaceful history. Most of the Kurdish people live in the West-
ern part of the country, on the border of Iraq and Turkey. Feelings of independence are 
decided between Sunni and Shia Kurds with Shia Kurds wishing to stay in Iran and the 
Sunni Kurds wishing to become independent. The Kurdish people are well integrated 
into Iranian society including holding several major political positions. Despite all of 
this, the government of Iran remains staunchly opposed to Kurdish independence and 
would not cede the territory quietly. 

In Syria, Kurds make up the largest ethnic minority, occupying the northeast region 
of the country. Relations with the Syrian government are poor and many human rights 
violations have been perpetrated against Kurdish people. Usage of their language, 
including Kurdish names, are banned in the country in an attempt to erase the identity 
and history of Kurds in Syria. Currently, there are around 300 000 Kurds in the country 
who are effectively trapped, as they have been refused citizenship and therefore deprived 
of any rights. 

6  https://web.archive.org/web/20050510082350/http://www.amnestyusa.org/action/spe-
cial/zana.html
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Current Situation 
Map of Kurdistan 

Demands of the KRG 
In his address to the nation, President Barzani made several promises to his people that 
he claimed would be necessary for the peaceful and stable establishment of the state of 
Kurdistan in the Middle East. Many of these ‘calls to action’ are, in fact, demands to-
wards other states, in which world leaders have yet to provide official responses. The 
geographic range of these, on the small scale, remain in the immediate vicinity of the 
area that is being debated. On a larger scale, countries from various continents are 
having to face the decision of addressing President Barzani’s statements directly or 
ignoring them. Furthermore, the UN itself is also being targeted in the addresses to the 
nation, an important consideration for the Security Council to keep in mind in its delib-
erations. 

As the Security Council, it falls to delegates in the room to address these demands in 
all final resolutions to be passed. Due to the magnitude of unfolding events, a failure of 
this will not be accepted by the Dias, whom will act as an intermediary body between the 
Security Council and the General Assembly. 

Among the list of demands that President Barzani is making in his manifesto, 4 in par-
ticular stand out: 

1. The end of the Kurdish diaspora 

2. Establishment of diplomatic ties to all current SC members 

3. Official apologies & reparations be issued by Special Observers

4. Withdrawal of all UN peacekeeping forces in the region
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Kurdish Diaspora 

Current estimates of the global population of ethnic Kurds range between 30 million 
and 45 million7. As the Kurdish people are the largest unrepresented nation on the 
planet, much of their population has been spread across the Middle East and through 
the centuries. With the expansion of the KRG’s defined territory in Iraq in 2018, many 
Kurds from around the world began migrating back to Erbil, the capital of Iraqi Kurd-
istan. However, President Barzani is calling on foreign powers to aid in the migrant 
process through financial aid. Particular attention is being directed towards Germany 
and France.8 

Diplomatic Ties

In knowing that to be considered a genuine country one must be officially recognized 
by other states, President Barzani begins the endeavor of creating diplomatic ties by 
requesting the creation of bilateral Foreign Service channels between the newly created 
Kurdish foreign relations department in Erbil to the individual governments of member 
of the Security Council. It falls on the representatives in the Security Council as a whole 
to decide whether or not they will enforce an all-or-nothing response, or allow individual 
states to make the decision pertinent to their own country’s interests. Either way, this 
must be clearly outlined in all resolutions to be passed. 

Official Apologies & Reparations

Throughout the centuries, Kurdish people have been subjugated to great hardships by 
the legislative systems and governments of every country found today among the Spe-
cial Observers. Being denied access to things such as land, employment and higher lev-
els of education, a long-lasting effect can still be felt from generations ago, condemning 
many Kurds until recently to lowered prospects in life and a reduced standard of living. 
For what is viewed as potential lost wealth, President Barzani calls on Iran, Iraq, Syria 
and Turkey to not only provide official acknowledgement and apologies, but meet with 
him in order to discuss terms of reparation. 

Withdrawal of UN Peacekeeping Forces

In his address, President Barzani expresses fear of both present Coalition forces and UN 
Peacekeepers being used as international agents to subvert the sovereignty of Kurdis-
tan. Both of these possess soldiers reigning from the Special Observers present, leading 
to growing tensions between them and Kurdish citizens. In understanding the poten-
tial distrust that may arise from such a call, he expresses his desire to have both forces 
removed and instead replaced with international observers from various independent 
IGOs such as the IMF and FSI.9 

7  http://www.institutkurde.org/en/info/the-kurdish-population-1232551004
8  http://thekurdishproject.org/kurdistan-map/kurdish-diaspora/
9  http://fundforpeace.org/fsi/indicators/
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World Reactions  
Needless to say, the world has fallen into a state of great unrest as to the potential rise 
of the state of Kurdistan. To millions, the Kurdish people are seen as a long-oppressed 
group that proved themselves capable of self-governance throughout the length of the 
campaign, and thus support an independent Kurdistan. Due to their central role in the 
defeat of ISIS, many believe that the recognition asked of President Barzani and his peo-
ple is justified. 

Supporters see the rise of Kurdistan as a necessary force in the gradual erasure of ‘rem-
nants of colonialism’. Throughout the Western World, pro-Kurdistan movements are on 
the rise, particularly in young demographics. Among activists, the quasi-state has be-
come the flagship for an ideological movement pushing for the end of what is perceived 
as the residual imperial influences of previous centuries.

Policy makers and members of academia, although being divided on the merits of an 
independent Kurdistan, almost all universally agree that the way in which President 
Barzani is attempting to bring about its existence is worrisome. Politicians fear the po-
tential for increased unrest coming from the region should the Security Council accept 
membership, while academics believe it would set a new, negative precedence on state 
building.  

Due to the international coverage of the coalition against ISIS as well as the gradual 
rise of Kurdistan, from Tibet to Catalonia to Somaliland, independence movements have 
become a central topic in public discourse. 

The Middle-East, so soon out of the clutches of one of the most violent and destructive 
forces in recent memory, is experiencing entirely new degrees of turbulence. Of the 4 
countries most affected by the KRG’s sudden declaration of independence, being Iran, 
Iraq, Syria and Turkey, each countries respective leaders have already begun to react in 
different ways and in varying degrees of magnitude:

Iran: Ali Khamenei, the Supreme Leader of Iran, as well as Hassan Rouhani, the coun-
try’s President, have both decried the acts of the KRG soldiers and sympathisers in 
Western Iran. Despite large swaths of the nation’s own population having played a cen-
tral role in the uprisings in the region, the KRG is being blamed for inciting violence. It 
seems that containment of the situation is being favored, the region in question being 
quarantined off by the Iranian Armed Forces. Military intervention is being discussed. 

Iraq: Prime Minister Fuad Masum, elected in July of 2018 and hailing from Kurdish 
ancestry, has remained largely silent since President Barzani’s declarations. Many po-
litical opponents claim that the KRG’s leader had secured the trust of President Masum 
long-prior to Daesh’s defeat, and that Iraq’s gradual yielding of territory to the KRG 
demonstrated his sympathetic views. As of yet no evidence presented substantiates 
these claims. 

Syria: President Bashar al-Assad, nearing the end of his third seven-year term, seems to 
follow suit with the government of Iraq’s subdued response. The area of Rojava that was 
yielded to the KRG in 2019 was done so cooperatively, and no other expansions were 
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undertaken since. Analysts believe that with the threat of ISIS removed, the Syrian gov-
ernment would rather allocate its efforts to stabilizing the nation and reconstructions in 
the territory claimed by Daesh and not that in which was given to the KRG. 

Turkey: President Recep Erdoğan, still in power after a successful referendum in April 
2017, responds the most violently to the actions of the KRG. Decrying the acts of Kurd-
ish soldiers in Southern Turkey as comparable to the likes of Daesh militants, he calls 
on President Barzani to be sacked. Turkish Armed Forces have already been deployed to 
the regions occupied by KRG soldiers, and large-scale military engagement is expected 
to begin within several days. Violence against ethnic Kurds throughout Turkey spike, 
as President Erdoğan approves indiscriminate mass arrest in Kurdish neighbourhoods, 
claiming them to be allies of the ‘invading forces’. 
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Delegation List: 
African Group: 4 members

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Nigeria

South Africa 

Sudan 

Asia-Pacific Group: 4 members (1 Perma-
nent*) 

China* 

India 

Indonesia

Japan  

Eastern European Group: 3 members (1 
Permanent*)

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Russian Federation* 

Poland

10 Article 32 of the UN Charter states: “Any Member of the United Nations which is not a 
member of the Security Council or any state which is not a Member of the United Nations, if it is 
a party to a dispute under consideration by the Security Council, shall be invited to participate, 
without vote, in the discussion relating to the dispute.” For this reason, the Special Observers 
shall only possess voting rights on Procedural Matters. Being called into the emergency session 
as Special Observers, they will not be able to vote on Substantive Matters such as the resolution. 

Latin American and Caribbean Group: 3 
Members

Argentina

Brazil

Cuba

Western European and Others Group: 6 
members (3 Permanent*)

Canada

France*

Germany

Israel

United Kingdom*

United States*

Special Observers:10 

Iran

Iraq

Syria 

Turkey
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Possible Outcomes 
It has fallen to members of the Security Council to decide upon the outcome for the po-
tential membership of Kurdistan into the United Nations. As this noble institution was 
one created to deliberate and come to compromise solutions, it is of the preference of 
the Chair that a complete acceptance or rejection of the application is avoided. Of the 2 
potential responses from the Security Council, all must be finalized by a resolution that 
is successfully passed by 2/3 of delegates present, alongside either a vote of approval or 
abstention from all members of the P5. Therefore, a resolution destined to the General 
Assembly must be created that properly develops the decisions made by the Security 
Council, why and how they came to the conclusion, voting lines and all other important 
aspects and considerations. 

Recognition of the KRG’s application under condition and after renegotiations of de-
mands

Current denial of the KRG’s application, with prospect of future recognition under new 
conditions 

The demands that President Barzani made need not be accepted by the Security Coun-
cil in order for the final decision on Kurdistan’s acceptance to be approved. If members 
of this committee feel that his desires are too steep, they may be rejected while Kurdis-
tan itself still be admitted as a member of the UN. However, delegates should take into 
consideration that ignoring such proclamations is not a suitable course of action for 
the betterment of stability in the Middle East. A section of the resolution must therefore 
address the final decisions on every demand individually, while the final decision be 
marked down separately.
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Further questions: 
• Should President Barzani be allowed to continue ruling? 

• Is his seizure of power acceptable in the eyes of the Security Council? 

• Is the proposed territory of the KRG acceptable?

• If the application is denied, what plans does the Security Council and the interna-
tional community possess to fight and retake occupied land, if needed, against Kurd-
istan? 

• If the application is accepted, what plans does the Security Council have to quell the 
growing violence between Kurdish regions and those of Iran, Iraq, Syria and Tur-
key? 

• What plans does the Security Council have in place to accommodate the potential for 
large quantities of refugees in the debated region? 
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Further Reading 
Structure of the KRG

Resolution 181 – United Nations Partition Plan for Palestine

South Sudanese Independence Referendum 2011
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