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A Letter from the United Nations Society Executive
Hello Delegates, 

Welcome to CarleMUN 2017, and welcome to a taste of our family. To those joining us 
for the first time, welcome as well to the United Nations Society. Throughout the years, 
we have made it a particularly important point to highlight how the UNS is more than 
just a club on Carleton’s campus. It is something greater. Among our ranks you’ll cer-
tainly discover those who strive to improve upon their debate and public speaking skills, 
and we’re happy to say that the multitude of national and international conferences we 
attend are a great way of doing so. More likely, however, you’ll first run into those who 
are here for the fantastic comradery that will surely last them, and you, a full universi-
ty career. The Executive prides itself on supporting these bonds, and we use a myriad 
of events such as exciting socials, academic programing and engaging speaker-series 
to encourage their growth. Of all of these opportunities, we’d be amiss to say that our 
annual internal conference isn’t our pride and joy, and thus why so much heartfelt time 
and effort is invested into ensuring its continuous success. We hope that you are as ex-
cited about CarleMUN 2017 as we are.   

This weekend you’ll have the opportunity to debate some truly engaging subjects. Will 
those among you in the Legal Committee find George W. Bush guilty of ordering war 
crimes during the Second Gulf War? Perhaps you’ll be too busy creating innovative solu-
tions to climate change in the Asia-Pacific region? Or was the lure of regulating Lethal 
Autonomous Weapons through the CCW too enticing to deny? No matter the topic, every 
committee has been specifically designed in order to challenge you while still providing 
fun and engaging dialogue throughout the course of the weekend. None of us expect 
you to have the perfect response to these issues, and we were all in your shoes once as 
well. Not a single person in the room is an expert, but everyone is capable of contribut-
ing to something greater. Model UN can seem daunting at first, and it’s for that reason 
that teamwork and corporation are key to achieve a finished product that you can feel 
proud about. Through this teamwork you will build bonds that will serve you not just in 
committee this weekend, but in many different avenues as well. 

If all this is not enough to settle your worries, remember that the many returning del-
egates in the room are there to be used for guidance, and are willing to help at a mo-
ment’s notice. Your Chairs, as well as the CarleMUN staff, are almost all current or previ-
ous Executive members who wish nothing more than to see you have a good time. If you 
ever feel lost as to the Rules of Procedure, flow of committee or topic of debate, never feel 
shy to ask for some clarification. If you’d like a head start at understanding these in-and-
outs, our fantastic Training Directors, Kelsey & Sam, have a thorough Guide under the 
‘Training’ section of unsociety.com. 

https://unsociety.com/training/
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In conclusion, thank you. Thank you for deciding to take the time this weekend and in-
vesting in our wonderful Society. Our team has been working hard all summer planning 
not just the behemoth that is CarleMUN, but the dozens of events and initiatives we have 
lined up for the upcoming school year. We’re so excited to see the thoughtful debates 
that will be had during the day, and the intoxicating laughs later that evening. It’s the 
only gratitude we seek in offering you our hard work. In speaking about the evenings, 
however, let us finish with 2 small tips: i) Come out to the socials and dinners we have 
planned after committee! It’s a fantastic way to get to know everyone in the Society and 
build those bonds that we spoke of earlier. Trust us when we say that Model UN is only 
one small part of what makes the Society so endearing. ii) Make sure to give your first 
speech in committee. Ask any veteran member and they’ll all tell you that no matter how 
experienced they are, the first speech is always the hardest. We promise, though, that 
every single one after only gets easier. 

If you have any questions at all, feel free to send an email to info@unsociety.com, or to 
one of your Chairs, which can be found on their bio on the website. 

See you all September 22. We can’t wait to meet you! 

Yours, 

The Board of Executives
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Letter From Your Chairs
Dear Delegates, 

The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) analyzes countries progress in imple-
menting programs designed to promote gender equality. The Commission provides 
recommendations to improve the livelihood of women across the globe; they unveil the 
mistreatment and inequalities existing in the international community. The Commis-
sion strives towards the advancement of women by deconstructing socioeconomic, polit-
ical and religious barriers that impede women’s rights and gender equality. It is a global 
community advocating and documenting the harsh realities experienced by women 
around the world. 

The CarleMUN 2017 Commission on the Status of Women will explore and debate the 
global controversial issues facing women around the world. We will work together as a 
single entity to combat violence against Indigenous Women and the failure to recognize 
reproductive rights as human rights. We are excited to begin re-shaping the interna-
tional perspective on women’s rights. The CarleMUN conference is a phenomenal way to 
immerse yourself into the world of Model United Nations. You will learn the most effi-
cient ways to research country relations, perfect your public speaking skills and make 
incredible friendships. These friends will be your future double delegate partners or 
your roommates at external conferences; they’ll become your MUN family. The CarleM-
UN conference fosters an environment for delegate growth; you will be encouraged to 
partake in debate between peers and work together in creating meaningful resolutions. 

Without further ado, welcome to the CSW and we will see you at CarleMUN 2017, 

Hannah Delaney

Camille Cockerton 

Benjamin Bushell

         Camille Cockerton                       Benjamin Bushell                           Hannah Delaney
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Commission on the Status of Women
The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) was created as a global intergovern-
mental body mandated to promote gender equality and women’s empowerment. The 
Commission was conceived by the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), which 
identified the need for a full commission tasked with promoting women’s rights. CSW 
was created by ECOSOC resolution 11(II) of 21 June 1946. Originally, the Commission 
documented and promoted women’s rights. However, in 1996 CSW broadened its plat-
form to review the progress of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, which 
was purposed towards the advancement of women.  

The Commission on the Status of Women enforces multi-year programmes, created in 
1987, which establishes priority themes driving discussion and action1. CSW will often 
pick a point of societal contention, a topic that effects women’s rights and demands im-
mediate action, to serve as the focus for negotiations and discussion. Every year, rep-
resentatives from 45 Member States gather at UN headquarters in New York to discuss 
and review global progress towards gender equality and the advancement of women’s 
rights. The CSW consists of Member States from around the globe: 13 from Africa, 
11 from Asia, 9 from Latin America and Caribbean, 8 from Western Europe and other 
States, and 4 from Eastern Europe2. The Commission on the Status of Women works 
alongside UN Women to promote gender equality and women’s empowerment.

1  “Commission on the Status of Women,” United Nations Women.
2  Ibid.1
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Committee Overview
The Carleton United Nations Society’s Commission on the Status of Women will discuss 
and debate the pressing issues facing women’s rights and gender equality in modern 
society. The international community will delve into social issues such as gender roles 
and relations and how these issues act as barriers for reproductive health and the safety 
of all women. As an intergovernmental body, you will decide what controversial topic is 
obstructing women advancement and gender equality and how the global community 
can facilitate improved opportunity. Which issue poses the greatest concern for women 
today? Will it be the barbaric treatment of indigenous women or the unjust neglecting of 
women’s reproductive rights? You as a committee will join in the creation of recommen-
dations and action plans to aid women across the world. 

The committee will function as a General Assembly, consisting of the current 45 Mem-
ber States, in addition to several more countries. Delegates will be expected to arrive to 
committee prepared with research and a strong understanding of their countries posi-
tion on both reproductive rights and violence against Indigenous Women. During com-
mittee sessions, delegates will discuss, debate and construct resolutions for the contro-
versial issues. The committee sessions will comprise of formal and informal caucuses; 
providing time for all delegates to be heard. Formal debates will occur at the beginning 
of committee; this is where delegates will have the opportunity to make a speech regard-
ing the issue at hand. Informal speeches will consume the larger portion of committee 
sessions; this is where delegates partake in discussion regarding the topic. It is our ex-
pectation that all delegates behave in a respectful and mature manner during speeches 
and debates. The third portion of committee is unmoderated caucuses, which give dele-
gates the opportunity to meet fellow delegates, share ideas and perspectives, gain allies, 
and write resolutions. Delegates are expected to debate the opinion of their represented 
country, rather then their personal opinions. The controversial issues require delegates 
to be well informed and respectful of the differing opinions and perspectives within the 
room.
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Topic A: Women’s Reproductive Health
Introduction: 
“No Woman can call herself free who does not control her own body.” –Margaret Sanger

A modern ideology advocates a woman should be granted the freedom to control her 
body and should have the ability and right to decide what it endures. The lens of exam-
ination for women’s reproductive rights will vary based on the Member States stance; 
some believe reproductive rights are human rights, others believe they should be illegal. 
The global recognition of women’s rights in society is a modern phenomenon. The disso-
lution of church and state prompted modern day practices that grant the modern wom-
en the right for independent thought. Religious shackles holding women were broken, 
however it is their duty to create modern policies that express women’s rights. It is the 
task of the Commission on the Status of Women to advocate and implement political and 
social policies that advance the independence of women; it is the engine driving mod-
ernization for women’s societal and personal practices. 

“The emphasis must be not on the right to abortion but on the right to privacy and re-
productive control.” –Ruth Bader Ginsburg

Women’s reproductive health was defined by the International Conference on Popula-
tion and Development (ICPD) as any issue or concern posed to a women’s reproductive 
system and its functions3. The document created by the ICPD attempted to promote the 
idea that all sexual encounters are free of coercion and infection, that all pregnancies 
are planned and childbirth is performed with safe conditions4. Parents have the right 
to freely choose and plan their families; free to determine the amount and age differ-
ence between children5. Parents have the right to knowledge and information prior to 
conception, during the pregnancy and after childbirth6. No parent should be ignorant 
of potential concerns facing their future family. It is a choice for women to be mothers; 
a decision that should not be taken lightly nor forced. These freedoms fall under the 
umbrella term ‘reproductive rights’; reproductive rights encourage a woman’s choice in 
their livelihood. 

Access to Safe and Healthy Abortions 
“You cannot have maternal health without reproductive health. And reproductive health 
includes contraception and family planning and access to legal, safe abortion.” 
–Hillary Clinton

Specifically, the Programme of Action created by the ICPD highlighted the concern 
of ensuring that women have access to healthy and safe abortions. In many countries 
abortions are still illegal; women face criminal charges for making the independent 
choice regarding their body and life. In fact, according to Abortion Laws Worldwide, 

3  Fund, Danish Institute for Human Rights and Office of the High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights, “Reproductive Rights are Human Rights,”United Nations, (2014): 59. 
4  “Reproductive Rights are Human Rights,”: 59.
5  Ibid.4
6  Ibid.5
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around 25% of the population inhabits countries with restrictive abortion laws7. In these 
countries, the ICPD attempted to find ways to maneuver around the law and halt unsafe 
abortions. Facilities were built to foster women whom were exercising their right to 
abortion. These facilities promote a safe haven for women whom choose to pursue re-
productive care; they eliminate the risky and life-threatening practices some women feel 
forced to practice. 

Unsafe abortions are a pressing issue for women around the world. Every year, an esti-
mated 42 million women have an abortion and of these women, 20 million receive unsafe 
abortions8. A shocking 97% of unsafe abortions occur in developing countries due to in-
adequate political and legal policies, social stigmas and financial burdens9. Unsafe abor-
tions are responsible for 13% of the annual maternal mortality rate; estimated at 68,000 
female deaths10. The World Health Organization claimed, every 8 minutes a woman dies 
due to complications of an unsafe abortion11. Methods used to self-terminate a pregnan-
cy include12: 

1. Drinking toxic fluids such as bleach, turpentine or liquids mixed with livestock 
manure;

2. Inflicting damage to the body such as, inserting foreign objects or medications 
into the vagina;

3. Blunt trauma such as, jumping from the roof or falling down the stairs.

Unsafe abortions aren’t solely the product of self-aborting mothers; they can occur in 
health facilities due to inadequate medical training, supplies or locations13. In addition, 
post-abortion care is required and many countries lack the proper tools and care neces-
sary to protect and aid women. If women face post-abortion complications they require 
antibiotics, anesthesia, operating rooms and surgical staff, all of which require proper 
health systems14. Therefore, developing countries suffer from high unsafe abortion and 
maternal mortality rates due to the inability to properly provide health care services.  

Restrictive abortion laws incite the unhealthy practices of self-aborting mothers, as 
many women, for varying reasons, feel it necessary to terminate a pregnancy. For this 
reason, countries implementing restrictive abortion laws have much higher rates of 
unsafe abortions. Women partake in numerous unhealthy practices to perform illegal 
abortions. In 2011, the average unsafe abortion rate was four times higher in countries 
with restrictive abortion laws; countries with restrictive abortion laws had 26.7 unsafe 
abortions per 1000 women compared to liberal countries who had 6.1 unsafe abortions 

7  “The World’s Abortion Laws Map 2013 Update,” Center for Reproductive Rights, (2013), 
doi: www.reproductiverights.org.
8  Lisa B Haddad and Nawal M Nour, “Unsafe Abortion: Unnecessary Maternal Mortality,” 
Reviews in Obstetrics & Gynecology, (2009), 122-126. 
9  “Unsafe Abortion”.
10  Ibid.9
11  Ibid.10
12  Ibid.11
13  Ibid.12
14  Ibid.13
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per 1000 women15. In response to the higher level of unsafe abortions, there is a higher 
maternal mortality rate in countries with restrictive abortion policies16. The maternal 
mortality rate was three times greater than countries with liberal abortion laws17. In 
2013, countries with restrictive abortion laws had 223 maternal deaths per 100,000 live 
births18. Compared to liberal countries whom had 77 maternal deaths per 100,000 live 
births19. Restrictive abortion policies incite a ripple effect of negative outcomes. 

Figure 1: Restrictive Abortion Policies

Country Policy 

Brazil Abortions are only allowed if a women 
was raped or if her life is threatened

Chile Illegal regardless of circumstances 

Ireland Permitted only to save a woman’s life

Nigeria Permitted only to save a woman’s life or 
occasionally to aid health risks

Iran Permitted only to save a woman’s life

Saudi Arabia 
Permitted only to save a woman’s life or 
health risks (abortion requires spouse or 
parental approval)

Indonesia 
Permitted in cases of rape, to save a wom-
an’s life or fetal impairment (abortion 
requires spouse approval)

Philippines Illegal regardless of circumstances 

Argentina Permitted only to save a woman’s life or in 
cases of rape

Source: Haynie, Devon, “Countries Where Abortion Is Illegal Under Most Circumstanc-
es,” US News, February 8, 2016, https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/arti-
cles/2016-02-08/10-countries-where-abortion-is-illegal-under-most-circumstances.

15  “Reproductive Rights Are Human Rights,”: 1. 
16  “Reproductive Rights Are Human Rights,”: 15. 
17  “Reproductive Rights Are Human Rights,”: 16.
18  Ibid.17
19  Ibid.18

https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/articles/2016-02-08/10-countries-where-abortion-is-illegal-under-most-circumstances
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/articles/2016-02-08/10-countries-where-abortion-is-illegal-under-most-circumstances
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Abortions remain predominantly restricted in developing countries. In 2013, 48 out 
of 148 countries located within the developing region allowed abortions; meaning 100 
countries failed to recognize legal abortions20. This is an astonishing difference between 
developed countries whom had 41 out of 49 countries grant legal abortions21. Develop-
ing countries have governments whom fail to recognize the effects of restrictive abor-
tion policies. It will be the delegates goal to combat restrictive abortion policies. They 
will question why developing countries have restrictive abortion policies and ways to 
implement change. 

Questions: 

1. What can be done to address the high mortality rate associated with unsafe abor-
tions? 

2. Does the international community need stronger legal frameworks and methods 
of enforcement, to protect women from unsafe abortions? If so, what would this 
look like? 

3. How can you ensure that women’s rights to reproductive health are legitimate 
and obtainable to all? 

4. What are the social barriers for reproductive health? 

5. How does a developing country promote and regulate reproductive health when 
its facing war and the inability to provide basic necessities to its citizens? 

6. How will harmful cultural practices and procedures be tackled?

20  “Reproductive Rights Are Human Rights,”: 7.
21  Ibid.20



12

The Seven Circumstances for Abortions 
In 2013, 97% of countries permitted abortions if the mother’s life was at risk, howev-
er there are several other reasons women may consider or have an abortion22. Women 
could choose to terminate a pregnancy due to: rape or incest, physical health, mental 
health, life-threatening complications, fetal impairment, financial issues or upon re-
quest23. Every country assumes a different stance on abortion; accepting some circum-
stances as valid reasons to terminate a pregnancy. Some countries only allow abortions 
if the mother is facing life threatening circumstances, other countries extend life threat-
ening circumstances to including physical harm. In fact, in 2013 two-thirds of coun-
tries permitted abortions for the physical and mental well-being of the mother24. Many 
countries do not consider rape, incest or potential birth defects legitimate reasons for 
an abortion. Only half of the countries acknowledge rape, incest and potential birth de-
fects, as justifiable reasons for an abortion25. In addition, only one-third of the countries 
accept socio-economic and social reasons as potential reasons for an abortion; including 
performing abortions upon request26. 

In Paraguay, an 11-year-old girl was raped by her step-father and denied an abortion27. 
The legal system in Paraguay justifies abortions solely if the mother’s life is in danger, 
therefore the girl was forced to carry the child of her rapist28. Despite, the girls young 
age, high risk-level for pre-natal complications and request for an abortion, the restric-
tive policies made a young girl become a mother. The 11-year-old delivered a 3-pound 
baby girl by caesarean29. Had the girl violated the anti-abortion law she would have faced 
a maximum of five years in prison, in addition to the long-term and critical health risks 
of unsafe abortions30. 

The fact that ‘Mainumby’ did not die does not excuse the human rights violations 
she suffered at the hands of the Paraguayan authorities, who decided to gamble 
with her health, life and integrity despite overwhelming evidence that this pregnan-
cy was extremely risk and despite the fact that she was a rape-victim and a child. 
–Amnesty International 

Political and legal policies failed to protect a young and innocent girl. An 11-year-old 
was forcibly stripped of her childhood; society demanded her to become an adult due to 
an act she had no control over. 

In Mexico, a sixteen-year-old girl named “Graciela Hernández” was raped by her father 

22  “Reproductive Rights Are Human Rights,”: 3.
23  Ibid. 22
24  Ibid. 23
25  Ibid. 24
26  Ibid. 25
27  Rafael Romo, Sanie López Garelli, “11-year-old rape victim denied abortion gives birth in 
Paraguay,” CNN, last modified August 14, 2015, http://www.cnn.com/2015/08/13/americas/para-
guay-young-rape-victim-gives-birth/index.html.
28  Ibid.27
29  Ibid.28
30  Ibid.29
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and impregnated31. Despite, the fetus being conceived by rape, Hernández was denied an 
abortion because the courts charged her father with incest rather then rape32. In Mexico 
abortions are only legal in cases of rape, therefore, the young girl was denied the abor-
tion due to the judge’s interpretation of case facts. 

Every country enforces different laws regarding what circumstances constitute legal 
abortions. The spectrum for having abortions is vastly different based on socio-econom-
ic, political and religious reasons. Each country has different perspectives and societal 
values; North America is more liberal in access to contraceptives and abortions, whereas 
Latin America is more conservative and restrictive. Abortions are a controversial topic 
due to the issue of when a human life begins. Some believe a human life begins upon 
conception, meaning it deserves the fundamental rights and values we grant human 
beings. Therefore, they believe abortions are stripping a life from an individual whom is 
unable to make their own decisions.  A questions to consider, is how can states approach 
this issue in a constructive manner given its controversy? The other side of the argu-
ment claims that prohibiting women the right to abortions is denying the basic funda-
mental freedoms such as, the right to privacy or the right to freedom and health. The 
debate, at hand, questions whose fundamental rights and freedoms take priority? The 
rights of a fetus or the rights of the women? It will be the CSW’s mandate to determine 
which party receives protection and how abortions are regulated. The global communi-
ty will be tasked with goal of drafting an international treaty that deals with abortions; 
Member States will have to maneuver around legal and illegal abortion laws. Is there 
a way for countries bound by culture and law, to tackle legal abortions by dealing with 
non-controversial aspects of the subject (for example the high death rates)? Can Western 
Member States extend and regulate legal abortions to all women? What would that en-
tail? These are questions to think about while researching your countries political, legal 
and cultural stance on reproductive rights. 

The following graphs were obtained in the United Nations Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs Population Division document entitled ‘Abortion Policies and Reproduc-
tive Health around the World’33. They reveal the percentages of countries that permit 
abortions under certain regulations or standards. The first graph analyzes the per-
centage of countries that have changed its legal grounds for abortions compared to the 
second graph which analyzes the percentage of the population effected by the changes 
in legal grounds for abortion. 

31  “Mexico: The Second Assualt,” Human Rights Watch 18, no. 1(B) (2006): 8.
32  Ibid.31 
33  United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division, “Abor-
tion Policies and Reproductive Health around the World,” United Nations, no. E.14.XIII.11 
(2014):  4.
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Figures 2a and 2b: Changes in Legal Grounds for Abortions
Fig. 2a Changes in legal grounds for abortion by country (%)

Fig. 2b Changes to legal grounds for abortion by world population (%)
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Questions to Consider: 
1. What justifies an abortion? 

2. At which point in a pregnancy does a fetus receive rights? And who is society and 
the law responsible for protecting, the mother or fetus? 

3. How can you, as an intergovernmental body, regulate the legal interpretations 
of abortion law? How can the laws be created, applied and enforced fairly and the 
same within the international community? 

4. Should there be regulations on abortions or are women free to choose? 

5. Should abortions become legal, what are potential repercussions society will 
face? (i.e. abortions used as a contraceptive)

6. How can you, as an intergovernmental body, address the controversial issue of 
access to contraceptives and abortions? What are other factors countries would 
need to consider if abortions became legal (i.e. family-planning)? 

Further Reading: 

Centre for Reproductive Rights: https://www.reproductiverights.org

Amnesty International: https://www.amnesty.org/en/

World Health Organization: http://www.who.int/en/

UNFPA: http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/NHRIHandbook.pdf

UN Women: http://www.unwomen.org/en

United Nations Human Rights: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Women/WRGS/Pages/
HealthRights.aspx

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Women/WRGS/Pages/HealthRights.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Women/WRGS/Pages/HealthRights.aspx
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Topic B: Empowering Indigenous Women
Introduction:
Article 22 clause 2 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peo-
ples (UNDRIP) notes that “States shall take measures, in conjunction with indigenous 
peoples, to ensure that indigenous women and children enjoy the full protection and 
guarantees against all forms of violence and discrimination34.” Because of this docu-
ment the empowerment of indigenous women has been brought to the attention of the 
international community. From March 13-24, 2017 the Commission on the Status of 
Women met to have an interactive dialogue on the empowerment of indigenous wom-
en. Many topics were brought to the attention of the CSW over the course of these few 
days, such as the issue of violence against indigenous women, indigenous women and 
economic opportunities, as well as including indigenous women in the decision-making 
process35. The interactive dialogue held by the Commission on the Status Women is a 
good starting point to figuring out what needs to be addressed when discussing the top-
ic of empowering indigenous women. Despite this, there is still much that needs to be 
done. This meeting of the Commission will focus on creating sustainable solutions and 
discovering new ways of empowering indigenous women, as this is an important step in 
solidifying the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  

Violence Against Indigenous Women
The essential Navajo value is that while men and women are distinct, they relate as 
complementary equals, that kind of relationship creates, or should create an environ-
ment that views violence toward women as deviant behavior. Under Navajo common law 
violence toward women, or mistreatment of them in any way, is illegal.36

Although this is the view of only one indigenous group, indigenous women worldwide 
still face violence in many different forms. This ranges from sexual violence, domestic 
violence, harassment and violence from non-indigenous groups. As a result, it’s import-
ant to develop various approaches to address this issue. Currently, many governments 
around the world are largely letting the violence against their indigenous peoples fall 
under the radar. 

Violence Against Indigenous Women in Bangladesh 
The constitution of Bangladesh does not give mention to the existence of ethnic mi-
norities who possess distinctive cultural identities. This silencing of cultures can often 
lead to widespread violations of indigenous peoples within the country. The indigenous 
women of Bangladesh suffer particularly from violent acts that stem from this indiffer-
ence. “According to an account provided by an indigenous women leader from the CHT 
during the period from independence (December 1971) till 1994, a total of 6000 hill 
34  UN General Assembly (2007) United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples  
35  Commission on the Status of Women (2017) Interactive dialogue on the focus area: em-
powerment of indigenous women 
36  Gloria Valencia-Weber and Christine P.Zuni (1995) Domestic Violence and Tribal Protec-
tion of Indigenous Women in the United States
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people, including many women, where killed through massacres and various other inci-
dents, while a total of 2500 indigenous women were raped37”. Indigenous women in Ban-
gladesh further face violence as a result of displacement. When indigenous peoples are 
uprooted from ancestral lands, women face vulnerabilities such as the risk of abduction 
and rape during the transition to urban areas38. Violence against women in Bangladesh 
shows the need to develop solutions in order to combat ongoing violence. Throughout 
the course of the weekend it will be important to discuss the underlying historical and 
structural causes of violence against indigenous women. Organizations like Amnesty 
International have raised workable solutions that will make for a good starting point for 
your research. For example, Amnesty International has suggested that National Public 
Inquiries  and National Action plans are an effective means of mobilizing support to ad-
dress violence against indigenous women39. It’s important to note, as we work towards 
resolving this situation, that we remain aware of the perspectives, stories, and challeng-
es experienced by indigenous women on a daily basis. 

[Case Study] Steps to Developing a Comprehensive Solution
The issues faced by Bangladesh are also felt globally within many states. It’s important 
to develop comprehensive solutions to tackle violence against indigenous women. When 
discussing women’s rights specifically related to violence, there are conflicts that can 
arise between indigenous law and human rights standards. Such an example lies in 
Canada, where indigenous women are concerned that authorities, such as tribal courts 
and officials, run the risk of abandoning their rights and those of their children under 
protection from Canadian law. This could potentially lead to enabling sexual and other 
forms of exploitation of indigenous women and children40. This is important to keep 
in mind when discussing possible solutions in regards to violence against indigenous 
women. The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action Section IV Article D is a good 
starting point for further research on this subject.41. 

Indigenous Women and Participation in the Decision-Making 
Process 
During the meeting of the Commission on the Status of Women in 2017, the Commis-
sion recognized that indigenous women continue to be underrepresented within the 
political process at both the local and national levels. As a result, the CSW asked for 
greater support from the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Peoples42. 

United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Peoples 
The United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Peoples was established on Decem-
ber 13th 1985. Its original goal was to assist representatives of indigenous communities 

37  Ainoon Naher and Prashanta Tripura (2010) Violence Against Indigenous Women
38  Ainoon Naher and Prashanta Tripura (2010) Violence Against Indigenous Women
39  Amnesty International (2016) Our Work: Campaigns: No More Stolen Sisters 
40  Tracy Ulltveit-Moe (2006/2007) Amnesty International and Indigenous Rights: Congru-
ence or Conflict
41  Fourth World Conference on Women (1995) Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action
42  Commission on the Status of Women (2017) Interactive dialogue on the focus area: em-
powerment of indigenous women
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in participating and deliberating on matters of their communities and populations on 
the government level. In 2001 The General assembly further expanded its mandate to 
have the fund assist indigenous communities attend as observers in sessions  of the 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues43. It would be useful to use the United Nations 
Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Peoples as a tool for involving indigenous women in the 
decision-making process. 

Indigenous Women in the Political Process 
An important factor in including indigenous women within the decision-making process 
is trying to find ways of including indigenous women within the political process. An ex-
ample of including women within the political process can be found within Indigenous 
African societies. When discussing indigenous communities within Africa it’s important 
to take a look at west African and the division of the West African Kin groups. In West 
Africa for example the men and women belong to three different Kin Groups which are 
as follows. “1) corporate unilineal decent groups, which we term lineages; 2) domiciled 
extended families made up of certain lineage members made up of their spouses and 
dependent children, and 3) conjugally based family units which are subdivisions of the 
extended family and within which procreation and primary responsibilities for socializa-
tion” (Sudarkasa 6). These kin groups are the main division of many indigenous groups 
found within West Africa and is a key place to start your research. 

Within many indigenous African societies there exists a balance that has been struck 
between male and female political involvement. Throughout West Africa, for example, 
women have control over various decisions. In further owning a multitude of trade and 
craft guilds, they are often called to speak on matters of taxation as well the mainte-
nance of public facilities. Indigenous women in West Africa are represented by one or 
more of their peers on various councils and are often consulted on governmental af-
fairs44. The inclusion of indigenous women in political affairs can be viewed as an im-
portant and necessary step regarding empowering indigenous women. 

43  United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner  
44  Niara Sudarkasa (1986) “The Status of Women” in Indigenous African Societies
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Questions to Consider:
1. How can we discuss solutions to violence against women while respecting indig-

enous law? 

2. How do we keep in mind the wants and needs of indigenous peoples?

3. What role do men and boys play in addressing violence against indigenous wom-
en?

4. How can we include indigenous women in the decision-making process?  

5. How do we ensure indigenous women’s access to land?

6. How can we include women in the political process whether that be at the nation-
al, local, or international level?

7. How can we encourage indigenous women to get involved within the deci-
sion-making process?

8. In some societies, the State will invoke custom, tradition, or religious consid-
eration to avoid their international obligations, particularly those set out in 
the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women. How might the 
international community reconcile cultural conceptualizations of “women” with 
liberal human rights?

9. Violence against women is spurred by women’s poverty, marginalization, and 
lack of empowerment. Women who cannot access the social and economic bene-
fits created by education and sustainable development are placed at an increased 
risk of violence. How might indigenous women be empowered through economic 
development?

10. Indigenous women often suffer multiple forms of discrimination and poverty 
which increases their vulnerability to all forms of violence. What are crosscut-
ting solutions that can address the unique challenges faced by indigenous wom-
en?
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1. Albania

2. Angola

3. Argentina 

4. Australia 

5. Bahrain

6. Bangladesh

7. Belgium 

8. Bosnia and Herzegovina

9. Brazil

10. Canada

11. Chile

12. China

13. Colombia

14. Congo

15. Egypt

16. El Salvador

17. Equatorial Guinea

18. Eritrea

19. Estonia

20. France

21. Germany

22. Ghana

23. Guatemala 

24. Guyana

25. India

26. Indonesia

27. Iran

28. Ireland

29. Israel 

30. Kazakhstan

31. Kenya

32. Kuwait 

33. Liberia

34. Liechtenstein

35. Malawi

36. Malta

37. Mexico

38. Mongolia

39. Morocco 

40. Namibia 

41. Niger

42. Nigeria

43. Norway

44. Paraguay

45. Peru

46. Philippines

Appendix 1: Member States



23

47. Poland

48. Qatar

49. Republic of Korea

50. Russia

51. Spain

52. Saudi Arabia

53. Tajikistan

54. Thailand

55. Trinidad and Tobago

56. Tunisia

57. United Kingdom 

58. Tanzania 

59. United States 

60. Uruguay

Appendix 1: Member States
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